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SUBJECT: STATUS OF THAI-DAM REFUGEES 

1. AMONG THE THAI-DAM (BLACK THAI) REFUGEES IN NONGKHAI 
ARE SOME VIENTIANE MISSION EMPLOYEES. A GOOD CASE CAN 
BE MADE THAT THE THAI-DAM SHOULD BE CONSIDERED TO BE 
VIETNAMESE FOR PURPOSES OF THE REFUGEE PROGRAM. WE 
PROPOSE TO SEND THE THAI-DAM EMPLOYEES WHO WISH TO GO TO 
THE U.S. AS WE HAVE BEEN SENDING VIETNAMESE EMPLOYEES OF 
THE VIENTIANE MISSION. WE HAVE COME TO THIS INTERPRETA- 
TAION JOINTLY WITH RESPONSIBLE OFFICERS FROM VIENTIANE WHO 
ARE NOW IN UDORN. 

2. THE THAI-DAM IN LAOS CAME FROM NORTH VIETNAM AFTER 
THE DEFEAT OF DIEN BIEN PHU IN 1954. THE THAI-DAM HAD 
LINED UP WITH THE FRENCH AND FOUGHT AGAINST THE VIET 
MINH. AFTER THE FRENCH DEFEAT THEY FELT THEY HAD TO RUN 
TO AVOID MASS EXECUTION, SO THEY MOVED INTO LAOS-MOSTLY 
INTO VIENTIANE WHERE THEY FOUND WORK IN VARIOUS URBAN 
CAPACITIES, INCLUDING THE U.S. MISSION. 

3. THE LAO GOVERNMENT DID NOT ALLOW THE THAI-DAM TO 
BECOME LAO CITIZENS, BUT RATHER KEPT THEM IN LIMBO AS 
REFUGEES-EVIDENTLY WITH THE HOPE THAT THEY WOULD GO 
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BACK TO NORTH VIETNAM. THEY COULD NOT GO BACK, OF COURSE, 
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AND NOW THEY FIND THEMSELVES ON THE RUN AGAIN. 

4. WE THUS SEE THE THAI-DAM AS IN AN IDENTICAL SITUATION 
WITH THE VIETNAMESE WHO HAVE FLED FROM LAOS. THEY ORIG- 
INALLY COME FROM THE SAME COUNTRY AND ARE REFUGEES NOW 
FOR THE SAME REASONS. THE ONLY DIFFERENCE IS THEIR MOTHER 
TONGUE.AND THIS DOES NOT SEEM TO BE SUFFICIENT REASON 

TO TREAT THE THAI-DAM DIFFERENTLY FROM THEIR ETHNIC 
VIETNAMESE COMPATRIOTS. 

5. IF THERE IS NO OBJECTION TO THIS LINE OF REASONING 
WE WILL BEGIN TO ENTER INTO THE REFUGEE FLOW THOSE 
THAI DAM WHO ARE CERTIFIED BY VIENTIANE OFFICERS AS 
EMPLOYEES OF THE VIENTIANE MISSION. 

BIGELOW 
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